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One Particular Harbour
A BRIEF HISTORY OF

GREAT HARBOUR CAY

IN THE BERRY ISLANDS

By William Hunt



To ALL OF THE RESIDENTS OF

GREAT HARBOUR CAY, PAST
PRESENT AND FUTURE

ALL OF THE STATEMENTS CONCERNING DATES,
PLACES AND PEOPLE IN THIS BOOK ARE MY BEST GUESSES.

No HARM TO ANYONE IS INTENDED



A BRIEF HISTORY OF GREAT HARBOUR CAY

IN THE BERRY ISALNDS

This book is more of a historical novel than a serious document. I am
■■

writing it because so many things happened on and to Great Harbour

over the past 30 years that were amusing. Since most of us do not

kcep diaries, it is difficult to remember exactly what happened to whom
during any particular year. So just relax; remember when you first saw

the beautiful beaches and golf course on "our" island in the sun, and chuckle at the adventures
of those who came before you.

Great Harbour is a temporary kind of place for nearly all of us. We have homes in all parts
of the world, but when the cold weather threatens we return to the island and enter into our

world of make believe. We have new sets of neighbors, new friends and acquaintances. We
meet everyone else's friends and relatives. We mect sail boaters, power boaters, and boaters
in distress. We meet pilots and tourists, Bahamians and their political leaders. In fact, we
meet almost everyone who sets foot on the island.

Great Harbour is like the set of an old Hollywood western film. It sits quietly for six or seven
months until the next episode of the "Perils of Pauline" is to be filmed and then all Hell
breaks loose!

How did it all begin and what happened to change the original plan? There are many theories
but no one knows for sure. What we do know is that Great Harbour ended up being a story

of the people and families that came carly and some that have stayed late.

Some of my sources are not impeccable (old sales brochures) and certainly not too reliable
(my own memory), but I have tried to keep things in order and to describe the events as they



happened. Don't worry if one year is exchanged for another, it really does not make any
difference.

The story of Great Harbour is interesting because the same few people have kept returning

year after year and they have slowly realized that this homing instinct is an admission of
partial insanity. As Jimmy Buffett would say, "We have become the people our parents
warned us about."

The Bahamas is made up of seven hundred islands and cays spread over 70,000 square miles
of the Atlantic Ocean. A tiny section of this huge area is called the Berry Islands. They sit
almost midway between New Providence to the South and Grand Bahama to the North,

In the beginning there was sunlight, clear water and thirty cays that make up the Berry
islands. In 1836 ex-slaves settled in several of these cays. They tried to farm the rocky weak
soil but had little success. During this time they did build small homes and churches of
native rock on Little Stirrup, Hoffman and Whale Cays, but the only lasting settlement was
at Bullock's Harbour.

Apparently there were five families who settled Bullock's Harbour and their descendants are
living there roday. The Winders, the Robert's, the Deans, the Gomezes and the Francis's.

The population in 1850 was quite small but increased to about 400 in the carly 1920's,
nearly all of whom were sponge fishermen. In 1929 hurricanes and sponge diseases destroyed
the sponge beds, so the local men switched to the less profitable lobster trapping.

By the 1930's the population had dwindled to 100, as some families left and moved to

Nassau while others moved to the States to work as migrant farmers. During the 1940 and
50's, and up to about 1968, the population held at about 150.

Of all the islands and cays in the Berry's, Manalapan island, now called Great Harbour Cay,
was the largest and had the most beautiful beaches. Most importantly though, it had an
ample supply of fresh water. Many of the Bahamian islands have to depend on rainwater

collected of roofs to survive. The aquifer below Great Harbour is a true luxury. Unfortunately

many people do nor understand that this delicate resource must be used carefully or it will
disappear forever.



It wasn't until Lou Chesler bought the island around 1966 and changed the name to Great
Harbour that the cay started to take on a life of its own.

But wait. Who is Lou Chesler and why did he buy this small cay in the Bahamas? This part
of the story really begins in Cuba in 1958.
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